	
Hilton, Milton & Castle Heather Community Council





	Date:
	9th June 2026

	Time:
	7.00pm

	Location:
	Hilton Community Centre



Agenda



1. Welcome and Apologies

2. Previous Minutes
Issue raised by a resident that they arrived to attend meeting last week along with another and was unaware. 
Suggestion that meeting dates be listed in advance on agendas.
Issue raised by a resident that mintues are informal and do have assigned actions and timeframes.

3. Matters Arising
- Outstanding actions from previous meeting
Hanging baskets, have been ordered
Bottle banks, appear to be cleaner and emptied more often, but no formal update from Highland Council
Issue of fly tipping at Greyfriars car park, has been raised with PC Cailean MacLeod.
Openreach poles, RA did not receive a reply from resident to arrange meeting. RA did do a sign
- Community clean-up updates: Members of the community are out doing weeding, grafitti removal, overpainting and other tidy up jobs in the area.
Resident raised extent of weeds in the area, that other areas such as Culduthel, Lochardil etc.do not have this issue.
4. Correspondence

5. Treasurer’s Report
£14,200 available in bank balance
6. Councillor’s Reports
Isabelle Mackenzie – residents from Milton Cres regarding weeds, Highland Council deals with some aspects other aspects are dealt with by housing associations. Highland Council have stepped in in the past and been left dealing with issues. Most housing estate areas were historically housing association, many paths are now still with Cairn Housing. With so many houses now not housing association, it would appear that this should be Council but there is still that historical issues and the budgets.
Grass cutting may be on the Highland Council schedule but not all areas will be included and may be housing association. For instance, HC has only one gully cleaner at present, other is being repaired.
AT raised that he has joined projects and customer team at Cairn as a resident, so will raise the issues around the maintenance of public spaces by housing association.
Isabelle suggests that community council invites Cairn Housing to a future meeting. Resident raised that previously there was a warden who inspected area, this is no longer the case. AT will raise this with Cairn.
	Resident raised that issues with Leyton Drive, street cleaning and hedge maintenance, and particularly the property on the corner and the waste in the car parking area. 
Excessive parking is still an issue but there is no jurisdiction to prohibit commercial vehicles in parking areas. One area on Balloan Road has a sign up for ‘No Commercial Vehicles’ but unsure on how that could be enforced.
Abandoned vehicles can be dealt with by environmental health iif reported.

Jackie Hendry – Hedge maintenance, cut through from Evan Barron Road to Cauldeen Primary, one side is council other is private property. CAstle heather car park, has been raised with amenities, nothing yet been done.
NO news on tree stump on Evan BArron ROad, ward manager to chase.
Bins are now ordered.
More resource for grass cutting, now 29 people which will be across three teams. 2 heavy duty brush cutters have been purchased and team are being trained. Shrub cutting will happen over the winter period.
Still ongoing issue with ownership of paths between castle heather and dows shops, council are cutting grass
Alasdair CHristie – Dealing with an anti-social drugs issue in Esk ROad area, had disused car uplifted and has been dealing with the disturbance of the swans in castle heather park. If I get it, I will share the road cleaning schedule for this area. CUrrently three weeks behind schedule on weed clearing. HIghland council are as equally guilty as cairn, albyn and others.
Ian Brown – It’s the paths between the houses not just the pavements. The team now have a full complement for maintenance now, first in a long time. They have said that grass cutting is up to date but unsure if that is correct. Full squad now working on footpaths, rather than part time and temporary\seasonal staff. They will work on roads in winter.
Isabelle MAckenzie – Report online and get a case number, as that will be audited 

PWy – suggests to HIghland COUncillors that we do an alternative walkaround of Inverness. THe tourist areas are pristine, take the tourists round HIlton and Milton and let them see the real Inverness. 
SW raises street cleaning as a way of keeping down weeds. Isabelle raises that this should be raised at community council forum.
IAn Brown suggests inviting amenities team to a community council meeting.


7. Community Projects & Infrastructure
– Parks funding updates: Funding has been received, equipment has now been ordered. With the exception of Castle Heather Park, where disc golf throw lines cross the safety zones of proposed equipment and underground culvert pipe is in the way of where zipline foundations would go. Looking at other ways to spend this funding. 5 metal bins have ordered: 2 for castle heather park, 1 evan barron road, 1 esk road park, 1 near the basket hoop off harris road (the bottom of Milton pitches)
– 
– Community Centre Gardening
Received funding to clear up behind community centre, permission has been received from housing. Awaiting scheduling from gardeners.

– Fly Tipping
UPdate from councillor CHristie - waste team will be leaving a couple of skips in AUgust after school holidays, left during the day with council operatives there. Being done on a pilot basis. Believed that some is residents, however some could be traders. If it continues council are investigating cameras. 
SW – there is a way to report fly tipping, which does get dealt with, this needs publisised. 
Residents suggests that a weekly service that could come round and collect. 
AT raised that this is likely to be abused.
COuncillor CHristie – that service would be abused. People do have a responsibility, flytipping is an offense. 
Resident – we’re living in a cost of living crisis, who can afford the £60 uplift.
Isabelle Mackenzie raised that there are charities such as New Start that will uplift good quality furniture and other items. THe quantity of items suitable for reuse that go into the recycling centre is appaling. THere does need to be a discussion with community and council around waste. THere is budget for a MOray WASte BUsters style setup by HIghland COUncil but planned for Nairn.
Councillors Hendry asked about skip location – not decided yet.
AT raised that some fly tipping does have identification such as box labels.

– Hedge maintenance
A lot of this will be waiting now until after nesting season.
Resident raised the issue of the hedge height with Leyton Drive. Attempted fire raising at that property.
Anti-social activity issues should be raised with police who should be liasing with housing and housing associations.

AT has raised that we will be doing a walk around to get residents views.
Resident has raised that highland council and housing associations need to hold residents to their tenancy agreements for maintaining their properties.
 

Action points
– Raise with CAirn to keep maintenance up to date
– Contact Cairn to attend meetings
– Liase with police to contact Cairn 

 
8. Community Events
– Cauldeen School Carnival (6th June)
Had a stall at Cauldeen letting people know about the community council, as well as to update the children on
– Hilton Primary Fun Day (13th June)

– Esk Road Litter Pick
FAmily support group organised litter pick
– Future community events
What community events are happening that we can attend?
We do have a presence in the community centre when there is volunteer capacity. The roller banner was in place during the week.
9. Community engagement & fundraising
– Fundraising ideas for 2026/27
SWy – Belladrum, Gathering tickets which can be raffled. AT can 
SW – repeat of pub quiz at THree WItches
– Community engagement opportunities
Ian Brown thanks community council for there work as volunteers.

PC CAilean Brown was invited 

Resident requested information on community council and what happens to it if there are insufficient attendees. RA responded with details on the scheme of establishment, that if we are under half the number of seats community council will cease to exist.

10. Governance
– Interim meetings
Community councillors agreed to meet informally each in between months. AT to organise and chair
– Review of action points and tracking progress
MAking sure that residents know to log complaints on the HIghland COUncil website.
Contact CAirn to invite to meeting
COntact cairn regarding maintenance issues
Raising issue with police about leyton drive 
SHare community beats newsletter
SW to liase with Angie about assistance with promotion
RA to sort mailing list 

JAckie Hendry to look into white lining EVan BArron ROad parking off balloan road.
Jessie, thanks to RIchard for acting as SEcretary,
11. Date and Time of Next Meeting:  Tuesday 4th August 2026

	
	
	



