	
Hilton, Milton & Castle Heather Community Council





	Date:
	7th April 2026

	Time:
	7.00pm

	Location:
	Hilton Community Centre



Agenda

1. Welcome and Apologies
Michael Gregson
Isabelle Mackenzie

2. Previous Minutes
To be circulated
3. Matters Arising
- [bookmark: _Int_IZWqlFYs]Mikeysline – talk
- Questions for Mikeysline

- Hanging baskets
1st June to end of September - 2 sponsored at £140 agreed
- Annual grant £1087.26
Thanks to Highland Council
- Community cleanup updates
Lots of work in run-up tidying up the area. Graffiti painted over, steps cleared at Culduthel Road, paths edged
LItter picking at Castle Heather and Hilton Community Centre.
Gardening and paving cleaning at Hilton Community Centre.
Thanks to HC Waste Team for collections and Recycling Awareness Team for sorting collections and being present.
Point raised that bottle banks at Hilton Community Centre are often over full, more could be installed.

- Parks CRF funding
SW covered details of engagement with schools and the consultation undertaken with Lynn Mcgilvary HC. Funding has been approved, just awaiting final payment into bank account. Play equipment can now be ordered.
Milton pitches, Harris Road – HC funded basketball shooting pad.
Glenshiel Place – HMCH CC adding a trim trail alongside existing equipment.
HIlton Community Centre – HMCH CC replacing equipment which is end of life and onyl toddler suitable. Replacements are ground level roundabout, basket swing, pivot see-saw and slide.
Evan Barron Road – Large concrete area with only swings, at end of life. HC are replacing those.
Castle Heather Park – advised on three pieces of equipment, zip line, basket swing, spinning frame.
Question raised by SW – should we spend allocated funds in Castle Heather Park or in Evan Barron Road?

Question – does our application stipulate where money is spent? It does, but also includes ability to change location by agreement,
Consensus is to stay with original plan. Grass matting to be used under zip line.

- Discretionary ward funding
£4,919.29 allocated from ward discretionary fund. Awaiting ownership information from HIghland Council for permission to tidy and clean up area behind community centre
- Duck pond volunteers
Last meet was in March, planting woodland flower mix in front of dead hedge. April meet is on 18th April 1030-1230. John Orr Highlife Highland Ranger will be attending, apple trees, dog rose, honeysuckle to be planted.
- Stagecoach Buses 
In past months we have had to cut services, due to resources, we over promised and under delivered. New services are reducing that and improving morning and evening services. Raigmore Interchange works are impacting all operators services.
Feedback on our services.
Training is 3-6 months, over 100 drivers trained recently over entire area.
SWy – Services have not been reliable for years. Regular cancellation of services. 
Lack of change is an issue, not everyone pays by card. If no change is available then passenger should travel free.
5B was cancelled from 16th February. 
Email address will be left which route requests can be delivered to for feedback on new routes.
£2 fare cap is now in operation.
Points raised about specific 5A\5C routes
App is operated nationally and it is known that there are issues.
HC buses - 107 covers Balloan Road, Milton Cres, etc.
- Highland Council buses
Started Jan 23 with 6 buses and 6 services, now 25 buses.
Timetables are on homepage of Highland Council
Highland Council Buses facebook pages
97% schedule adherence
New electric buses, with further 12 funding applied for
HVO (biodiesel) fueling for 2 bin lorries and 3 buses
Accessible information services being installed on fleet
MyTrip by Passenger app for routes and bus services
£2 fare cap on single journies
	
Point raised that buses don’t start early enough for some people, can services start earlier
Where can feedback be provided on where new routes or times are needed? Facebook, or by email to provide feedback on services and route requests\suggestions.
Do you have many cancellations?
Can’t say we never cancel, but it’s very rare. Updates are provided on Facebook and on app. 
- Questions for stagecoach and Highland Council

4. Correspondence
- Salvation Army Textile Bank – Milton Pitches
Being removed due to poor quality of materials.

Community briefing newsletter
Comes from community planning department, wide range of information, produced fortnightly and link to be added and shared on our social media 

Tree root damage – trees uprooted causing damage to paving – Evan Barron Road and Millburn – update in councillors update

Swans nesting in Castle Heather Park - contact with PC Dan Sutherland and PC Cailean Macleod who are aware and will try to monitor. Suggested posters in park advising that swans are nesting..

Scottish Emergency Heating Oil Scheme
LInk will be provided to website on Facebook and in minutes

Esk Road park planting – some trees and shrubs planted in Esk Road park with fences around. Amenities Manager HC has responded, these have been planted as kids were constantly kicking football against boundary fence.

5. Treasurer’s Report
£14,542.00 currently in bank account
6. Councillor’s Reports
Jackie Hendry – Evan Barron Road redesign – trees cause issues with moss in shade. Designs are in progress and will be taken to community for consultation, possibly at community council meeting.
Drop kerbs at HIlton Court – Dec 25 – Has been put into work plan along with BAlloan Road, to be followed up.
Inverness FOodstuff, meals at HIlton has received funding for 2 years. CAlman Trust will be doing hot meals for teens, served on Friday afternoons.

Resident raised issue with Aird Avenue footpaths. DIfficult to push a wheelchair.
To be folllowed up by Highland Councillor

Alastair Christie – walk around done recently. Street cleaning which has been done today, particularly Leyton Drive. Fly tipping is an ongoing challenge. Council is planning a skip to allow people to dispose of large items.
What does community council think of this?
Generally approved. SKip will be placed in locations where fly tipping is worst.
Resident raised issue with car park opposite Greyfriars Church, fly tipping is regular issue, a skip is placed there regularly for a couple of weeks at a time. The hedge could be cut back. Use of car park to be raised with PC Cailean Macleod.
Fly tipping in garden of a property which will be dealt with by Alastair CHristie

7. AOCB
Still to be confirmed who owns land along Southern Distributor behind Castle Heather Avenue.
Resident raised issues with positioning of Openreach poles, affecting mental health of themselves and neighbours.
Glenshiel Place and AIrd Avenue, site visit, and objections to pole placements to be discussed

8. Date and Time of Next Meeting:  Next meeting will also be the AGM
Tuesday 2nd June 2026 at 1900, HIlton Community Centre

	
	
	



