	
Hilton, Milton & Castle Heather Community Council





	Date:
	Tuesday 3rd February 2026 

	Time:
	7.00pm

	Location:
	Hilton Community Centre



Minutes

1. Welcome and Apologies
Present - 
	Sarah Walker - Chair
	Peter Wyness – Community Councillor

	Richard Allan – Community Councillor
	Samson Odubanjo - Resident

	Jess Maclennan - Treasurer 
	Susan MacKenzie - Resident

	Aaron Taylor – Vice Chair 
	Michael Gregson – Highland Councillor

	Shirley Wyness – Community Councillor
	Michael Marshall - Resident

	Isabelle MacKenzie – Highland Councillor
	



Apologies received from -
David Gregg - Highland Councillor
Alasdair Christie - Highland Councillor
Jackie Hendry – Highland Councillor

2. [bookmark: _Int_bdrufoE3]Previous Minutes
Adopted unamended

3. Vote to co-opt Samson Odubanjo
Co-opted unanimous vote by all present non co-opted Community Councillors

4. Matters Arising
· Parks update
SW provided a short update on the process so far in consultations and application to Community Regeneration Fund. Application available to view on the Highland Council website. Play equipment, bins and benches for parks including Evan Barron Road, Milton Pitches, Glenshiel Place and Castle Heather.
Evan Barron Road play area, swings being replaced by Highland Council. £1000 awarded from the Climate Hub for green landscaping and planting for this area.
Application submitted for Ward Discretionary Fund for cleanup and gardening services for several areas around Hilton. Application is for £12,000. This includes an upgrade to the Trim Trail planned for Glenshiel Place
MG complimented application to CRF and that application was very well presented. Suggested ward funds may be available from the other wards which HMCH CC overlaps.
IM highlighted Walker Park as a model for community association and development of park. Public toilets and CCTV may be considerations or issues if areas become increasingly popular.
Play Neighbourhoods may be worth approaching. CALA as well. Initiative being undertaken at Raigmore.
Play equipment will be as accessible as possible.
· Paths maintenance
PW raised that the Hilton area is looking very run down and overgrown with areas becoming inaccessible.
IM raised that most areas are legacy housing association with trees planted that would now not be considered for these areas. Ongoing issues around 
Email from resident in Leyton Drive regarding paths, parking area and general state of roads with litter, leaf litter and overgrowth. 
MG suggested that Community Council contacts housing department, cc in Highland Councillors to arrange walkabout to see main areas with issues.
AT raised the same issues occurring with paths in Milton area, particularly along path by burn.
IM reminded Community Council to log issues with paths or roads through the Highland Council website so that they are logged and audited. Suggested that reminder to residents to do this be posted on our Facebook page.
· Events – quiz night
SW presented summary of our quiz night. Thanks to team, particularly quiz master Aaron. Thanks to The Three Witches for supporting and hosting. Raised £300 for HMCH CC and Mikeysline.
AT noted that it was our first event and was successful so sets a good base for doing more, larger events in future.
· Events – Big Clean Up
Planned for Saturday 28th March. Focus on litter picks. Several to undertake – Hilton Community Centre, Milton Pitches, Castle Heather Park.
IM suggested contact to Keep Scotland Beautiful regarding assistance or promotion of the event.
Community Council has a collection of litter pickers, gloves and bags which people can borrow for their own event. Encourage anyone doing their own events to be in touch so we can promote. 
Highland Council have been contacted to potentially attend at the Big Clean Up regarding promotion, use of bins, recycling or similar topics.
Newspaper to be contacted for further promotion.
· Bus services
SWy raised further repeated bus cancellations of number 5 service - 5 buses cancelled in a row. Saturdays seem to be worst. Highland Council are introducing three new services starting on 19th February, which will hopefully allow Stagecoach to focus on poor services.
Bus services continue to be an issue for many areas as services change.
Advise residents to raise complaints whenever bus services are not functioning correctly or not serving an area well.
Paul Reid is contact within Highland Council regarding bus services. To be contacted regarding the 5\5B services and reliability.
Highland Councillors MG and IM to raise Council motion in upcoming meeting to review services and raise issue around areas not being serviced.
IM to invite Stagecoach and Highland Council to next Community Council meeting.
· Replacement trees – Evan Barron Road
PW raised around two trees blown down on Evan Barron Road from last storm, where roots and uplifted slabs have been left behind. Has been raised with Jackie Hendry but nothing done yet.
MG to follow up.
· Glass around bottle banks
Residents have raised issue. Service provider, Biffa, had issues regarding collections leaving bottle banks full. Response received from Highland Council to say that collections have been done and area cleaned up. SM stated that Hilton bottle bank has been cleaned up. M&S will take back bottles\jars for people unable to get to bottle banks.
Community Council to email Highland Council Alan MacKinney regarding putting mixed glass labels back on the bottle banks that have been removed.
· Secretary role
Still vacant, any volunteers welcomed. Is a paid position at £40 per meeting (every two months).
May be able to advertise for Secretary role outside of the Community Council area as the secretary does not need to be a community councillor and therefore does not need to live in the HMCH CC area.
Job description for Secretary required with tasks, such as meeting minutes, emails, social media.

5. Correspondence
· Rose Street Roundabout
From Sunday 1st March for two nights overnight 8pm to 6am – for awareness
· Community Briefing
To be shared on Facebook page. Produced by Community Partnership.
· SEPA flood risk consultation
Open until 22nd April for Community Council response to flood risks. Responses to go to Community Council for collation and response.
6. Treasurer’s Report
Bank balance of £9730

7. Councillor’s Reports
MG has had reports regarding street lights and speeding on Old Edinburgh Road near Milton Crescent, no other issues to report.
Highland Council rents will be increasing by 8%, it is likely that Council Tax will be increasing by the same.
No issues or matters of note from IM. Awareness that Highland Council provide support services including home visits regarding financial matters including benefits, council tax reductions etc.
Further information to be forwarded around scam awareness can be posted on our social media. Possibility to have a fraud awareness session at Hilton Foodstuff.
8. AOCB
Nothing raised
9. Date and Time of Next Meeting: 7th April 2026 TBC - (this is Easter holidays)
Agreed
	
	
	



